there were yet two contingencies unprovided for.
The first of these was the contamination of an accidental wound before it came under the hands of the surgeon, and the second was the probability that when discharges escaped from the wound ana penetrated the dressing, the track of the discharge would furnish a means of direct access for decompo sition to reach the wound itself. The part of the discharge that had escaped beyond the dressing would decompose, and the decomposition would travel along the discharge to the wound itself. Hence it was necessary, in the first place, to cleanse the accidental wound thoroughly, and to treat its surface and all its cavities, pockets, and crevices with germicide; and, in the second place, to devise some means of preventing the spread of decomposition along the track of the discharge. (To be continued.)
